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PRESS RELEASE 

International project will help citizens of Kazakhstan  

to protect their health from dangerous chemicals 
 

KARAGANDA/ASTANA/PRAGUE – Identify sites contaminated by dangerous chemicals is one of the 

main goals of the new international project launched today by civic organizations EcoMuseum and 

Center for Introduction of New Environmentally Safe Technologies (CINEST) from Kazakhstan and 

Arnika from The Czech Republic. They will also educate citizens, how to deal with hazardous materials 

and protect their health. Recommendations for state authorities on how to solve existing problems will 

be published. Thirty-month project is financially supported by the European Union.  

“We hope that our international experience can contribute to solve some of the serious problems of 

Kazakhstan and protect people’s health. Exchanging ideas between our countries will certainly enrich 

partners on both sides,” Martin Skalsky, project coordinator of Czech organization Arnika, says. 

“European Union disposes of environmentally friendly technologies, examples of good practice and strict 

standards. This combination will inspire us in seeking ways how to increase chemical safety in our 

country,” stated Dana Yermolyonok, coordinator of the project in Kazakhstan. 

The project named “Empowering the civil society in Kazakhstan in improvement of chemical safety” is 

aimed at empowering the civil society in Kazakhstan in reduction of poverty. One of the main targets is 

increasing public access to information and raising awareness on chemical safety in order to raise the 

ability of local communities to protect themselves from chemical pollution and to be able to enter 

decision making processes directly affecting their livelihoods. This will also include strengthening 

cooperation and building capacities of environmental civil society organizations and initiating legislative 

changes related to chemical safety and development of the replicable model examples to widen the 

project experiences. There will be sampling and analyses conducted at potential contaminated sites.  

The funds for the project have been provided by the European Commission under the Development and 

Cooperation Directorate (EuropeAid). The EC contribution to the project is EUR 247.834. Sub-grants in a 

range between EUR 1.500 and EUR 3.000 will be available to grass root level initiatives in the framework 

of this project, with total amount of funds for sub-granting EUR 12.000 EUR. 

The project will be implemented in Karaganda, Pavlodar, Akmola and East Kazakhstan regions. 

For more information, please contact: 

Vratislav Voznik (Arnika): vratislav.voznik@arnika.org, mob. +420 606 727 942, tel./fax +420 222 781 471 

Dana Yermolyonok (project coordinator in Kazakhstan): ecodrom.center@gmail.com,  

mob. +7 7015 138 212, tel./fax +7 721 241 3344 
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The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to 
gradually link together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a 
period of enlargement of 50 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy 
and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and 
individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements 
and its values with countries and peoples beyond its borders. 

 


